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Google announces $10M Texas water impact fund;
makes data center water use pledges
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AUSTIN (Nexstar) — Google is making a $10 million investment into Texas in the form of a
water impact fund. This pledge comes as Google has numerous data center projects

underway in the Lone Star State, including an operational site in Ellis County.

“This impact fund will complement our ongoing water stewardship and replenishment
work, and further our promise to responsibly manage vital water resources where we build
and operate data centers, while ensuring our growth never comes at the expense of local

households,” Google said in a statement.
Data centers and water usage

Data centers aren’t very popular among Americans right now. Seven out of every 10

Americans oppose artificial intelligence data centers in their communities, according to a

May report from Gallup. Of those who opposed, 50% cited effects on resources — 18%

specifically citing water usage.

The fear has some merit.
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“I think the concerns are valid,” Ben Townsend, Global Head of Infrastructure Strategy &
Sustainability at Google, said. “If we just look back across other sectors where there’s been
growth in the past 100 years, whether it be manufacturing, energy production... we have
so many examples of water use gone wrong.”

MOST READ: Austin Police, not ICE, requested EMS for man wounded >
in ICE shooting, city says

An analysis from the University of Texas at Austin found data centers could account for

3% to 9% of the Lone Star State’s water usage by 2040. The wide range of outcomes

represents an uncertainty.

ADVERTISEMENT

“People don’t know the scale of how much water is going to be needed,” Mariam
Arzumanyan, a postdoctoral fellow at the Bureau of Economic Geology, a research unit of
the UT Jackson School of Geosciences, said in a release. “There is not a unified
understanding of the technologies used for cooling, or how much water that technology

would use.”

‘A blueprint of what responsible water use looks like’
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Google said its “approach to water (in data centers) is different,” and made five

commitments towards proving it:

1. Replenish more water than they consume at their data centers by 2030;

2. Help modernize water and wastewater infrastructure in the communities they operate
in;

3. Use air-cooling in communities where water is at risk;

4. Annually report their water usage;

5. Pursue alternative and reclaimed solutions to protect water.

Townsend hopes to help set an example “so that if another data center operator developer
comes in and is interested in developing, there’s a blueprint of what responsible water use

looks like.”

Google will have three examples to set in upcoming years, as they have data centers under
construction in Haskell, Wilbarger and Armstrong counties. All three will use closed-loop

air cooling to limit water usage.

ADVERTISEMENT

“In many places, water cooling can reduce data center energy use by roughly 10%
compared to air cooling,” Townsend said. “But we also take water concerns very

seriously... in fact the data center that we have planned for Texas will not be using
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evaporative cooling resources specifically to protect Texas watersheds.”

MOST READ: New videos show moments before, after ICE shooting >

The announcement comes a year and a half after Gov. Greg Abbott, R, declared water

infrastructure an emergency items during the 2025 legislative session. Both Texas Speaker

of the House Dustin Burrows, R, and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, R, have also put the issue on

their list of topics to discuss during the 2026 legislative off-year.
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